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Affirming Bilingual and 
Multilingual Learners
Six culturally and linguistically sustaining  
text collections and classroom resources 

Developed by 
Carla España, Ph.D. and Luz Yadira Herrera, Ph.D.



At Penguin Random House Education we believe that all students’ experiences, cultures, and  
languages must be valued and honored. We are dedicated to creating classroom and school  
environments that celebrate students’ unique and diverse backgrounds. We acknowledge that 
these attributes and harnessing students’ strengths lead to understanding, celebration,  
community, and active engagement in learning. 

Translanguaging invites students to use their own experiences and languages  
to make connections and deepen their engagement with texts and people in  
their lives.  

Translanguaging is a communicative practice of bilinguals and multilinguals, that is, it is a practice 
where bilinguals and multilinguals use their entire linguistic repertoire to communicate and make 
meaning (García, 2009; García, Ibarra Johnson, & Seltzer, 2017). 

As teacher educators and bilingual readers themselves, Carla and Luz see translanguaging pedagogy 
as a way to reimagine how we use language in our classrooms, creating space for transformative 
teaching that centers the ways bilingual and multilingual children navigate the world, and making 
this a reality in the classroom.

“There will be times when no one understands the way words curl  
from your mouth, the beautiful language of the country you left behind. 
My name is Rigoberto. We just moved here from Venezuela. 

 And because they don’t understand, the classroom will  
fill with laughter until the teacher quiets everyone.” (p. 6)   

    —from The Day You Begin by Jacqueline Woodson

Dr. Carla España, Ph.D. is a New York-based 
educator from Chile. She is a researcher, 
writer, and co-founder of the En Comunidad 
Collective. 

Dr. Luz Yadira Herrera, Ph.D. is a teacher,  
researcher, author, and co-founder of the  
En Comunidad Collective. She is an assistant  
professor of bilingual education at California 
State University, Channel Islands. 

*García, O. (2009). Bilingual Education in the 21st Century: A Global Perspective. Wiley-Blackwell.  
García, O., Ibarra Johnson, S., & Seltzer, K. (2017). The Translanguaging Classroom: Leveraging Student Bilingualism for Learning. Caslon.

Visit PRHTLC.com for a full list of resources,  
including links to media and sample lessons.



Ongoing  
self-reflection on  
our ideas around  

language

Unlearning  
harmful language  

hierarchies

Examining the world 
through a lens that 
shows how literacy, 

language, and  
power intersect

Celebrating children 
and youths’ dynamic 
use of language, or 

translanguaging

It is through the lens of culturally and linguistically sustaining texts  
that we created the PRH Education Translanguaging Collections.  
We developed these collections to ensure that bilingual and multilin-
gual children and youths have every opportunity to feel affirmed and 
reflected in the stories they read, as well as learn about each other 
and the rest of the world to build understanding and connection with 
one another.

PRH Education Translanguaging Collections are curated into one of six culturally and linguistically 
sustaining topics that take into consideration the varied lives and experiences of bilingual and  
multilingual students:

We acknowledge the complexities of these topics and how one text, one author, or one professional 
development session cannot encompass the entirety of a group’s experience. We hope that the  
curated texts in each collection—along with the Reading-in-Community guides for the anchor texts—
can support educators in deepening their understanding of these topics and engage colleagues 
and students. The collections consist of picture books, early readers, middle-grade, and young 
adult (YA) novels that center stories from underrepresented communities, providing educators with 
the opportunities to engage in a deep study of each topic across different types of books.

Each of the six collections are framed through a Critical Bilingual Literacies approach (España & 
Herrera, 2020) that consists of four guiding principles:

*España, C., & Herrera, L. Y. (2020). En comunidad: Lessons for Centering the Voices and Experiences of Bilingual Latinx Students. Heinemann. 

Identity

Place and Change

Intergenerational Connections

Migration and Immigration

Community and Connections 
that Sustain Me

Changemakers



Translanguaging Collections  
Components

Each of the six collections includes:

• Fifteen unique titles across:

- Picture Books

- Early Chapter

- Middle-Grade

- Young Adult

• Educator Handbook

• Booklist specific to that  
collection

Anchor Texts for 

Community and 

Connections that 

Sustain Me

Examples of how we’ll connect you and your students to the authentic texts:

Intentional discussion 
prompts connected to 
the translanguaging 
collection topic

Ways to invite the 
author and  
illustrator to be a 
part of the learning 
community

Preparation for 
book reading that 
contextualizes the 
work in a literacy 
unit

Strategic excerpts 
to read and discuss 
with students



PRH Education Translanguaging Collections includes a compre-
hensive Educator Handbook. Using research-based practices and 
classroom and teacher education experiences, the Handbook  
provides educators with practical ways to help students make  
meaningful connections to authentic texts with:

• a planning guide that provides an overview on the topic and  
how the texts support the learning of those topics.

• a Reading-in-Community plan for four anchor texts with  
guiding questions, multiple opportunities for children and youth 
interaction, reading strategies, and author’s craft analysis.

• a language study for each anchor text that supports discussion 
on the ways authors translanguage in their writing or reflect on 
language practices, and how to apply it to students’ writing.

• discussion questions that can be used in professional learning 
communities, book clubs, whole-school inquiry studies, and in 
the classroom.

Examples of how we’ll connect you and your students to the authentic texts:

Language study  
crafted to facilitate  
conversations on  
language practices

Ways students can 
grow their writer  
identity by examining 
author’s craft

Options to delve  
deeply with lenses for  
multiple reads and  
discussion questions

Visit PRHTLC.com for a full list of resources, including links to media and sample lessons.



Translanguaging Collections
All Sales are Non-Returnable.

Identity

Place and Change

Intergenerational Connections

*(Retail Pricing. Ask Your PRH Education Account Manager or Vendor for Discount Price.)

978-0-5936-0454-0 • $188.81*

978-0-5936-0455-7 • $199.82*

978-0-5936-0456-4 • $192.86*

Discounts

Available
Speak to your preferred 

vendor to learn more



Translanguaging Collections
All Sales are Non-Returnable.

Migration and Immigration

Community and Connections 
That Sustain Me

Changemakers

*(Retail Pricing. Ask Your PRH Education Account Manager or Vendor for Discount Price.)

978-0-5936-0457-1 • $191.87*

978-0-5936-0458-8 • $182.87*

978-0-5936-0560-8 • $207.82*

DiscountsAvailableSpeak to your preferred 
vendor to learn more



1745 Broadway
New York, NY 10019

Contact your PRH Education Account Manager today!
Email: K12Education@penguinrandomhouse.com
and visit us at PRHTLC.com

Independent Reading Libraries
GRADES PREK-8

Access + Opportunity + Reading Volume  
= READING GROWTH 

Instructional Reading Libraries
GRADES 6-8

Genre-based Grade Level Strategies  
to Reach Every Reader

Created by Renowned Educator  
and Literacy Expert Laura Robb

GENRES: 
• Informational Text
• Mystery & Suspense
• Realistic Fiction
• Action & Adventure

• Biography
• Historical Fiction
• Science Fiction & Fantasy

PRHCL.com


